TEMPLE OHEV SHOLOM

Phone: 717.233.6459

Fax: 717.236.7844

Email: office@ohevsholom.org
www.ohevsholom.org

June 2010

FROM YOUR R ABBI

Why we went to
Israel

d members,

< relatives, and
friends of

' Temple Ohev

= Rabbi pete

g .,,,,(e Oha Ksi;;Ssle.:l

9 wonderful
days in Israel from May 217 For so many
reasonseée

We went to be able to live Jewish history
first hand. We walked where Abraham
walked, we stood where King David built
his wonderful palace, we passed the spot
where the Israelites first crossed the
Jordan River into the Promised Land
following the death of Moses, and we
stood atop Masada imagining the moment
when the Romans came to capture the
renegade Jewish people at the time of the
destruction of the Temple.

We went to be able to see modern Israel
and form connections with the Jews who
choose to live in the Promised Land. We
met Jews who care for the holy places in
Israel, Jews who make their living
producing wine on the Golan Heights,
young Jewish men and women studying in
university, young Jewish men and women
in uniform defending the Holy Land, and
the many Jews who work in the tourist
industry, the most important industry in
Israel, who fed us, drove us around,

guided us, and even helped us plant trees.

We went to be able to help Israel
financially. Our Israeli brothers and sisters
live in a country with a tremendous rate of

Sivamammuz

inflation, high taxes, expensive housing
costs, and live in a country that takes in
any Jewish immigrant who wishes to mak
Aliyah. The governmental costs are
staggering, and we were able to help the
economy by spending our dollars in Israell

14

We went to be able to bond together as a
family. Our group had an amazing time.
We ate our meals together (they were
wonderful), stayed in beautiful hotels (they
are breathtaking), and spent hours
laughing and telling stories on our tour bug
with our driver Ellie, and our talented tour
guide, Julie Baretz. We spent the hours o:In
the plane rides getting to know each othe
better, and formed friendships that will
last a lifetime.

And we went to be able to discover
ourselves as Jews. Each one of us came
home from Israel with a new perspective
about who we are as a link in a long chain
of ancestry, taking our place among
Abraham Isaac and Jacob, Sarah
Rebekkah Rachel and Leah, King
Solomon, the rabbis of Safed, and
Theodore Herzl, the man whose dreams
made the state of Israel a reality. None of
us will ever be the same since we returnegl
from Eretz Yisrael.

Join us at Shabbat evening services on
June 18", at 8 PM, when you will hear
from those who visited the Israel with our
group. It will be a wonderful evening filled
with the stories of our trip. Hope to see yol
t hené

Your rabbi,

Peter Kessler

Inside this issue:

From Your Rabbi

Cantorial Notes

Schedule of Shabbat
Services

From the President
Bdonai Mi t z

From the Principal

Bulletin
Announcement

Israel Pictures

Sumer Service
Schedule

High Holiday
Service Schedule

Temple Funds

Adult Education
Sisterhood News

Gift Shop

Kaddish

Advertisements

Calendar

g o~ W w

»

8/9

10
11

12

13
13




Page 2 June 2010

=0 each otherds gaps in our s
. CANTORIAL gants.
NOTES
|l 6ve brought the choir bac|
Reflections on a Year many new members. Theyodove
chall enging music, doing t|
Now that Summer is approaching, | could do! They also visited the Jewish Home and
find myself reflecting on the past yead both my first Residence and the Jewish Group Home, much to the
year as an invested cantor and my first year in Harris- delight of the residents.
burg at Ohev Sholom. In both, as well as in my per- job, and | hope to have them participate in more ser-
sonal life, it has been a pretty amazing year! vices in the coming year.
My dad was diagnosed with cancer last June. After a Our first annual Purim extravaganza was a rousing
round of chemotherapy, he is, thank God, completely success! Not only did we raise money for the sacred
cancerfree! In February, | became a Bubbie! By the music fund, but much fun was had by ad cast and
time this is published, | will have made my second audience alike! Several more people have said they
trip to Dallas to see him. Oh yes, being a grandma is want to participate next y.
a wonderful thing, even if he is far away! discussing how to make the event even better.
Upon moving to Harrisburg, | bought a home in a | ve enjoyed getting to kn
beautiful neighborhood, and I simply love it! Every bers through visits to the Jewish Home or occasion-
week, | discover different flowers blooming in the ally to their homes. | welcome the opportunity to visit
yard and in my patio gar de iolkswhohgve dfficgty geting eut and abasitd t h e
process of redecorating to make it truly my own Please |l et me know if youd
home! All this gives me such a feeling of accomplish- of someone who would like a visit.
ment in my personal i fe. | 6ve also settled into my
office at the temple, though | still have to hang pic- l dm al so enjoying getting -
tures on the walls and file a lot of music! burg. |l dm | earning shortec
at finding my way around t
|l dve already written about tunalewentsmbean hhave time ans daygstaded mak-
Ohev Sholom have made me feel welcome. | feel ing friends. | appreciate the assorted invitations |
that | am really becoming part of the family. Back have received from you and would be happy to join
home in Huntsville, Alabama, pretty much wherever | any of you for a meal or just a visit to get to know you
went, | ran into someone | knew. After living in Jersey ~ and your family better. | also hope that you will feel
City for four years, knowing hardly anyone, it feels free to call me and come s
great to sometimes see people | know when | go need for spiritual guidance or if you just want to talk.
places. | really missed that! Thank you for making me feel at home and for help-

ing make my first year at Ohev Sholom such a great
|l 6ve had my first crop of ®ecesadi Mitzvah students and
have loved getting to know your children in religious

school . | dm still strugg]l Wihdovevandgreat fangnasss , but bit by
I &m | earning. I had a wonderful time with our tenth
graders on the RAC trip. We sure do have a great Cantor Kunitz

bunch of kids! I look forward to participating in their
religious schooling and lifecycle events as they grow

up.

After two years together, Rabbi Kessler and | are very

comfortable clergy partners. We enjoy working to-

gether, we have a great rapport on the bima, and

wedre trying hard to bring you meaningful worship
experiences. We both hope that we are able to fill in
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SCHEDULE OF SHABBAT SERVICES

Friday, June4.................coeeiiiiiiiieee. 7:30 pm
Saturday, June
Please join us in sacred worship as Ellie Rosen
becomes a Bat Mitzvah.

Friday, June 11...........ooririiiieeneenennn. 6:00 pm
Shabbat Service

Saturday, June 126é.
Please join us in sacred worship as Jake Deskiewicz
becomes a Bar Mitzvah.

Friday, June 18.........cccccceeeiiviiriiiniennn, 8:00 pm
Shabbat Service
Saturday, June
Please join us in sacred worship as Rachel
Finkelstein becomes a Bat Mitzvah.

Friday, June 25.........ccccccceeeiivievivieeeen, 6:00 pm
Saturday, June
Please join us in sacred worship as Renee Ciardullo
Becomes a Bat Mitzvah.

llllllll

From the President

By its nature, a synagogue is a community. To
be most effective, a congregation must be inclusive
and welcoming. An excellent way to do this is to have
committees with specific roles, defined duties and im-
portant functions. In addition to helping the synagogue
do its work, a functioning committee structure provides
a training ground for future synagogue leadership.
When taking a walk the other day and while enjoying
the cool spring breeze, | started thinking about the
changes that | have seen this past year as a volunteer
leader. When looking back, | reflected on the situation
from other perspectives.
things differently if | knew then what | know now? Or
woul d | make t he same

It has been an interesting year, where the responsibility
of a volunteer leader for a Temple seemed so reward-
ing yet so challenging. | know that nothing comes easy
in life but | see that with focus on the task at hand

most anything can be accomplished.

As your president much time is spent on the adminis-
trative end but what | realized is as a board member
and as lay leaders we really care about the well being
of our Temple congregants. Just as it has been for
many years many members of our congregation gra-
ciously give so much of their time to help make our
Temple community a place where they can fulfill their
spiritual, social and community needs. Serving as a
volunteer as so many before me have done reflects the
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true intent to help make a difference and give back to
help secure our place in the community for generations
to come.

At Ohev we have several people who unselfishly give so
much of their time. The list is too extensive to mention
everyone but | want to pers
who take time away from their families or just some

down time for ourselves that we all value.

| would like everyone to take a moment and ponder

ithe thaudheotireanhing caut tdf out Témyle andl vilunk  d o
teering to help out wherever and whenever you are

deciasikens 761 tds easy to say 0l
remember that the ones who
timed to help make our Temp
place for all.

One thing that | have realized as your Temple President

is that we must deal with the reality of the present but

keep on eye on the future. As your President | will do

my best to do the orighto t
fully motivate others to volunteer and be a part of our

long standing history.

Looking forward to seeing you at Shabbat services!

Aaron Krause,
President
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BONAI MI TZVAH

Hi! My name is Ellie Rosen
and | am becoming a Bat
Mitzvah on June 5, 2010. |
am a seventh graders at
Linglestown Middle School
where | am a member of the
National Junior Honor Societ
and Honors Orchestra, where
play the viola. | am currently
Level 8 gymnast at Central
Pennsylvania Academy of
Gymnastics, where | have
been doing gymnastics since |

was 4 years old! | also enjoy skiing, tennis and art.

scribes how 12 representatives of Israel scout the
Land of Canaan. They find the Land of Canaan fruit-
ful but filled with powerful warrioréigiants. Ten of

the twelve scouts do not wish to conquer the land,
while two others disagree. It focuses on various laws
and specifies certain offerings to be presented at the
sanctuary. The Israelites are warned that the pen-
alty of gathering wood on the Sabbath is death by
stoning. Finally, as a reminder of their responsibility
to fulfill the commandments the Torah, @ com-
mands them to attach a blue thread to the fringes at
the corners of their garments.

For my Mitzvah project, | have decided to make a
monetary donation to Calvary United Methodist
Church, where my grandmother, Joann Rohland is an
active volunteer for their food bank. | have been a
volunteer along with my grandmother and have wit-
nessed how the recent economic hard times have
affected the food bank and their ability to feed the
local people of our community.

my brother, Marc.

Hi !

| Om Rachel

and | am becoming a Bat

| Mitzvah on June 19th. | am
a seventh grade student at
Linglestown Middle School. |
| take tap and musical theater
dance classes. | also partici-
pate in chorus at my school.

| have enjoyed acting in
several plays.

My torah portion is Chukat
and it is the story of Miriam dying and the Israelites
are in need of water as they walk through the desert.

My torah portion is Parashajewthntymént Relylafdih dad, MicHadl, arfi © -

Jake Deskiewicz is a seventh

grade student in
Susquehanna Township

Middle School. Aside from his
academics Jake also enjoys
reading, writing and drawing.
Jake is very excited to be-

come a bar mitzvah and

hopes to make the commu-
nity proud.

My name is Renee Caryn Ciardullo. | am a distinguished honor roll student at Her-
shey Middle School and was voted student of the month in February. | am on the Hershey
Middle School Step Team, and also volunteer as an aide to some teachers. Outside of
school, | enjoy taking voice lessons, tennis lessons, and acting classes.

On June 26th, | will become a Bat Mitzvah. My torah portion tells the story of
Balaam going to curse the Jewish people. God sends an angel to stop him and instead
Balaam blesses the Jewish people. | learned that God communicates in many different

ways, and you have to believe he will guide you down the right path.

For my Mitzvah project, | designed calendars with photographs | had taken of flow-

er s. [ was abl

Miracle Network.
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I would like to thank my family, the Rabbi and the Cantor for helping me prepare
for my Bat Mitzvah. | am looking forward to this special occasion.



