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Repairing the World: One 

Teen at a Time 

 
One of our most important 

Mitzvot (commandments) is the 

one about Tikkun Olam, the 

repairing of our world. While not 

mentioned in the more familiar Decalogue (the 

10 Commandments), Tikkun Olam is one of 

those commandments that are impliedéthey 

need to be interpreted in order to be 

performed. 

 

 What is our obligation to repair the world, and 

why didnõt God simply create a perfect world 

when everything else was created? Actually, 

God did create a perfect world, and it was all 

contained in the Garden of Eden. We were 

expected to follow Godõs instructions to the 

letter in order to be afforded the luxury of living 

in a garden where everything was at our 

fingertips. But humanity had another idea, as 

Adam and Eve soon realized that a world in 

which decisions were made for us was merely 

an existence, and not a way of life. We 

rebelled, had a fruit snack, and the rest is 

history. Decisions became our own, and we 

were blessed with what our philosophers call, 

òfree-willó. 

 

Free-will is a wonderful gift if we make the right 

decisions all of the time. But we are humans 

after all, and we sometimes (often?) make 

mistakes. Thatõs why we need to make 

corrections in our behavior in order to strive 

toward the perfection that God originally 

planned for us. More importantly, we need to 

set a good example for the next generation so 

they too know of their responsibility to make 

the world a better place. 

But I never realized how important it is for us 

to learn from the next generation ourselves, 

and to take action to correct some of the 

damaging behavior that we (those of us who 

are heading toward middle age and beyond) 

have made a part of our lives for many, many 

years.  

 

 

Last month, I was able to take our 

Confirmation students on the annual visit to 

Washington DCõs Religious Action Conference 

of the Union for Reform Judaism. (Thank you to 

Cantor Kunitz and our new administrator, 

Michelle Darr, for chaperoning the students 

with me). We learned about the bills that have 

been introduced in Congress, and our 

Confirmation students became passionate 

supporters of GLBT rights, a womanõs right to 

choose, averting a military crisis in Iran, and 

the need to save our environment. 

 

In one of the workshops prior to our lobbying 

the legislators on the òhilló about the pending 

bills, I worked with the students (there were 

over 250 from various Reform congregations 

all across America) about the need for Tikkun 

Olam, repairing the world. I was ready to 

explain to them about their need to conserve 

water, prevent global warming, and take better 

care of our planet. I wasnõt ready for their 

chastisement of our generationé.the one who 

has left the legacy of an imperfect environment 

to them.  

 

òRabbió, one of the students said, òwhy are you 

asking us to take better care of the 

environment? Your generation is the one who 

has, and continues to, waste water, use more 

than your share of fossil fuels, and burn 

gasoline as if the supply was endless. You 

should be more concerned with the 

environment than uséwe have been doing our 

share all of our lives.ó 

 

They were right, of course. As the òbaby 

boomersó live longer, and there are so many 

more people in the world, it is imperative to 

learn more from them, our young people, than 

it is to learn from us, who may never have 

learned how to conserve.   
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CANTORIAL 
NOTES  

I wish I could wait to write this article 

until after the Purim Spiel.  I want to be 

able to kvell over the cast and say what 

a wonderful time was had by all.  At this point, I canõt 

speak for the audience, but the people in the spiel have 

been having a blast!  Not only is the script and music hilari-

ous, but new friendships have been formed, and people 

have gotten involved.  To me, that is what it is all about.  I 

hope that the Purim spiel will become an annual tradition 

and that many more people will participate. 

 

Something that has already occurred at this writing is the 

RAC (Religious Action Center) Lõtakein weekend, the social 

action conference that our tenth (and one eleventh) grad-

ers attended in Washington, D.C.  This was my first oppor-

tunity to participate in this annual event.  What a wonder-

ful experience ð not only for the kids, but for the chaper-

ones as well! Rabbi Kessler and I played tag team, but I 

wish I could have stayed for the whole weekend.  I know 

Rabbi Kessler has written about the weekend as well, but I 

will speak of my own experiences.  

 

Shabbat services Friday night were interesting and spiri-

tual.  There was no prayer book, but between readings by 

individuals, prayers and song lyrics were projected on a 

screen.  This worked quite nicely (and saved trees).  I en-

joyed just sitting back and being a congregant, as well as 

being able to harmonize to some of the melodies.  After 

services, there was a very effective program on homeless-

ness.  Two people, one homeless, one formerly homeless, 

spoke of their experiences.  We all learned that this is 

something that can happen to anyone. 

Services Saturday morning were also a pleasure.  The kids 

from one of the attending congregations did the service.  

This weekõs Torah portion included the Song of the Sea, 

the song sung after the Israelites crossed the Sea of 

Reeds.  The portion includes some special trop (melodies), 

and those who chanted it did an admirable job.  (Next year, 

weõll make sure not to schedule our trip on this particular 

Shabbat, known as Shabbat Shira, so that you can hear 

and learn about this passage.) 

 

After services Saturday morning, the teens had an opportu-

nity to learn the lobbying process hands on.  The issue was 

whether or not to increase minimum wage.  A detailed ex-

planation of the situation was given, with pros and cons for 

each side, as well as quotes from Jewish text supporting 

each side.  The kids were divided into two political action 

committees and given jobs that people on the committees 

would have.  Some of these included writing letters and op-

eds, creating TV ads, soliciting donations, and lobbying the 

senators.  The chaperones volunteered for roles such as 

judges, senators, and donors.  I was a donor.  My character 

was an empty nester with two kids in college.  Groups of 

kids came to me to ask me to donate to a particular sena-

tor through their committee.  I was impressed with the 

level of knowledge and persuasiveness of some of them.  I 

had actually been leaning toward one side, but I was so 

impressed by one group that I changed my mind.  It was an 

interesting experience for me, and the kids were really en-

ergized by the whole process. 

 

After a trip to the Holocaust Memorial Museum and shop-

ping and dinner in Georgetown (in the snow), we went back 

to the hotel for Havdalah and more programs.  The kids 

had a choice among several different social action issues.  

There was another opportunity for other programs Sunday 

morning, but I was not there.  The culmination of the week-

end was that each kid wrote a speech to deliver to our con-

gressmanõs aid.  I wish I could have been there for that!  

Rabbi and Michelle reported that our kids did a wonderful 

job! 

 

For me, one of the best things about the weekend was 

getting to know our kids.  Because theyõre no longer in reli-

gious school, I donõt get to see them.  We really have a 

great bunch of kids!  Other people at the convention made 

that comment, too.  Kudos to the parents!  The wonderful 

people here at Ohev Sholom are the main reason I love 

this place so much!  Another true asset is our temple ad-

ministrator, Michelle Darr.  She came along on the trip and 

was the chaperone extraordinaire!  We couldnõt have done 

it without her. 

 

This is such an incredible experience for our teens.  Itõs not 

cheap, but so worth the cost.  Just think ð most congrega-

tions are far enough away that they have to fly, a much 

more expensive proposition!  Many parents complain 

about the cost, but there are ways to defray it.  This is a 

great opportunity for the kids to have fundraisers.  There 

are a lot of different options, and Rabbi Kessler and I are 

willing to help with ideas.  Iõm already looking forward to 

next year! 

Introducing  Cantorõ Kunitzõs  

grandson, Caleb Andrew  

Leventon.  Mazel -Tov!  

 



SCHEDULE  OF  SHABBAT  SERVICES  
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Friday, March 5 ........................................ 6:00 pm 

 

Friday,  March 12 ....................................  7:30 pm 

Saturday, March 13 ééééééééééé 10:30 am 

Please join us in sacred worship as Leah Cooper  

becomes a Bat Mitzvah 

 

Friday, March 19  ..................................... 8:00 pm 

New Member Shabbat 

Saturday, March 20 ééééééééééé 10:30 am 

Please join us in sacred worship as Monica Polon   

becomes a Bat Mitzvah 

 

Friday, March 26  ..................................... 8:00 pm 

Saturday, March 27 ................................10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat  

From the President  
As most of us are aware the most severe earthquake to hit 

the country of Haiti and was the worst devastation in that 

country for nearly 200 years. The death toll is already in the 

hundreds if not thousands with millions left homeless, and 

we will not know for some time to come what the full impact 

is going to be.  

 

For the Reform Jewish community there has been a long 

history of generosity when natural disasters devastate com-

munities around the world. In fact the Reform Movement 

has raised more than $1,000,000 for Haiti disaster relief 

efforts following the Jan 12, 2010 earthquake.   

 

As it relates to our own Temple community I am so proud of 

our congregants who have told me that they too have taken 

it upon themselves to been most generous in their own way 

with support for this needy time.  We can make a difference 

and it is nice to see us stepping up to the plate. In fact my 

wife Cherie (a Nurse) was asked if she would be willing to fly 

to Haiti and offer her support to the people who are in much 

need of medical attention.  Presently she is on a waiting list 

to go but she has a feeling that day will come for her to help 

bring healing and hope to those whose lives have been af-

fected forever. 

 

I read the following prayer in an article and wanted to share 

with all of you.  When we complain about all of the snow we 

have had to shovel think of the people of Haiti! 
A prayer for the people of Haiti,  

who on this day  

take heroic measures  

just to survive,  

And with the world's help, 

Will find a way  

to live into  

an new world, 

Though one rebuilt 

on the rubble of unfathomable loss 

WARM Regards,     Aaron Krause 

BðNAI MITZVAH  

 
Hi! My name is Leah  

Cooper and I am the daughter  

of Scott and Barbara Cooper.  I 

am a distinguished honors 7th 

grader at Linglestown Middle 

School. I play violin and am in-

volved in Dauphin County and 

Honors Orchestra. I also take 

hip hop dance as an extracur-

ricular activity. 

 

My torah portion is called Parshat Vayakheil. It is when  

G-d tells Moses and the Israelites to build a moving sanc-

tuary and observe the Sabbath. 

 

I am very excited to celebrate with my family, my sister 

Sami and my friends on this very special occasion. 

 

 

Hello, Iõm Monica and I am becoming a Bat Mitzvah on March 20, 2010.  During the past six 

months, I have been studying and learning my Torah portion.   I am the daughter of Brad & Beth 

Polon of Harrisburg, and I am an Honor student at Susquehanna Middle School.   

 

I joined the Girl Scouts in kindergarten; I made it to the Cadet level before the troop stopped be-

cause of other activities. I have tried many different activities like soccer, skiing, acting and field 

hockey where I was able to play for the Varsity team my first year as the wing or link.  I have also 

been playing the alto saxophone in the school bands since 4th grade.  

 

I have been told that I have a kind heart and that is why for my Bat Mitzvah project I have decided 

to help the relief in Haiti. I will be collecting money from anyone who is willing to donate and turning it in to the American Red 

Cross Haiti Relief fund.  I think this is a very good cause and more people should help the Haitian people. 

 

 Thank you for reading this article and please join my family, friends and myself for my Bat Mitzvah. 
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The Confirmation students already know to turn off the water 

when they are brushing their teeth, to walk more and drive 

less, and to put on a sweater if theyõre cold, instead of simply 

turning up the thermostat. Iõm not sure the rest of us are as 

conscious of the environment as they. 

 

I expected to be the teacher on the RAC trip to Washington, 

but I became the student. They taught me how important it is 

to learn how to repair our world now, while there is still time. 

And the act of Tikkun Olam, repairing the world, is the respon-

sibility of everyone. Learning new ways to taking care of our 

planet new endséand there is nothing wrong with changing 

our bad habits into good ones. 

 

 

Thank you to all of those who attended this years Religious 

Action Conference, and thank you to our young people for set-

ting the example for the rest of us to leave a legacy of conser-

vation to the next generation, rather than wasting our energy. 

I look forward to seeing you all soon at services, or the many 

special events that are coming our way. 

 

Your rabbi, 

 

Peter Kessler 

 

More about the RAC tripä.. 
Submitted by Rose Levenson  
 
A few weeks ago, our temple's current confirmation 

class, as well as a member of last years confirmation 

class, went to Washington D.C. to spend an ex-

tended weekend with 200 other Reform Jewish 

teens. The students that went were: Anna Baskin, Arielle Ettinger,  Alec Grossman, 

Brian Keisling, Elise Krause, Rose Levenson, Alex Remmel, David Spivak and Sarah  

Weber.  The trip was hosted by the Union for Reform Judaism's Religious Action Cen-

ter.  The four action packed days were filled with seminars and simulations about home-

lessness, the Knesset, and lobbying.  The students also got to choose workshops to go 

to about specific areas of interest to them, such as immigration reform and church ver-

sus state policy.  Services were held to celebrate Shabbat, as well as Tu B'Shvat.  During 

the weekend, our congregation bonded over shopping trips and meals together in George-

town and Crystal City.  The weekend culminated to a trip to Capitol Hill to lobby our Sena-

tors and Congressmen.  Temple Ohev Sholom had the privilege to lobby Congressman Tim 

Holden on the issues that we felt most passionately about.  It was a great learning experi-

ence for all of the students to see how bills get passed.  We would like to thank Rabbi 

Kessler, Cantor Kunitz, and Michelle Darr for their awesome chaperoning for the week-

end.  The students also enjoyed getting to know their clergy and staff. 

From the Rabbi (Continued)  

Thank you to Cantor Kunitz and  

Sarah Weber for providing the bulletin 

pictures.  Additional photos are located 

�R�Q���W�K�H���5�$�&�·�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�W���� 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?

aid=149458&id=10408002114  

And to the RAC trip kids, thanks for an  

unforgettable  weekend!   Michelle  


