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From your rabbié  

Doing More than Weõre Asked 

to Doé 

 
 

The Torah is very specific about doing Mitzvot. 

There are 613 Mitzvot (commandments) that can 

be found in the Torah, and while many are 

impossible to accomplish (the Temple in Jerusalem 

no longer exists and we can communicate with God 

without sacrificing animals) there are a plethora of 

commandments that are just waiting for us to 

consider. 

 

I use the word òconsideró for a reason. Many times 

as Reform Jews we are viewed as being Jewish 

people who òdonõt do tható because we are 

òReformó. We donõt keep kosher...we are Reform. 

We arenõt òShomer Shabbasó...we are Reform. We 

donõt wear kippot at services....we are Reform. But 

just because we are Reform doesnõt mean that we 

donõt do Mitzvot...we are Reform because we 

believe in doing the Mitzvot that we feel will help to 

keep Judaism alive for the next generation, while 

making an informed decision not to focus on those 

that we feel may not be a part of our modern way of 

living our faith. 

 

Does that mean that we have an easier job 

because we donõt follow some (many?) of the 

Mitzvot? Not ...it simply means that if we are 

following a Mitzvah, we have the obligation to follow 

it sincerely, and, if we are able, to go a step further 

and inspire others to follow it as well, so the better. 

 

I mention this now because I was asked a few 

weeks ago to honor one of our friends who is 

retiring from the clergy after spending 20 years in 

his beloved church. Someone who exemplifies what 

it means to be righteous, and yes, someone who I 

feel does a marvelous job at doing Mitzvot...Pastor 

J. Stewart Hardy from Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Camp Hill. 

 

Pastor Hardy obviously is not a Reform Jew...but he 

does Mitzvot and inspires others to do the same. 

Many of us remember the fire on Yom Kippur of 

2000 when our rabbi at the time, Daniel Wiener, 

called Pastor Hardy in the middle of the night 

looking for a place to hold Yom Kippur worship. 

Pastor Hardy did the Mitzvah of coming to our 

aid...but he did more than that. Instead of asking 

for us to come to the church in the middle of the 

night to prepare for our morning worship, he asked 

the members of his church to set their Sanctuary in 

place for us, including the monumental task of 

removing or coving over any Christian references 

that we find uncomfortable for our Yom Kippur 

worship. He did more than what was asked...he not 

only said yes to our request, he took on the 

additional work of making us comfortable and he 

inspired his church members to take care of us as 

well. That is what we strive to do as Reform Jews. 

We look at the mitzvot, discover what is important 

to us, following the commandment, and find a way 

to do more than we are asked, as well as inspire 

others to follow our example. We need to remember 

that we are not those who take the easy way out by 

not following the 613 commandments, but that we 

are among those who do the Mitzvot we consider 

important to our full potential...and more. 

 

That Yom Kippur night was the beginning of a 

wonderful friendship between Pastor Hardy and 

Rabbi Wiener - a friendship that I would be blessed 

to continue when I became your rabbi and moved 

to Harrisburg. I learned so much about faith, 

kindness, and pastoral care from Pastor Hardy, and 

from his wife Barbara who has welcomed me into 

the ranks of those who volunteer for the Hospice of 

Central Pennsylvania, where she takes care of 

coordinating the volunteer program. 

 

My hope for all of us is that we will be able to learn 

from the example of the clergy in our community 

who truly understand what it means to do Godõs 

work...whether they are Jewish or not...and my hope 

is to be more like Pastor Hardy as I continue to be 

your rabbi. 

  

Your rabbi, 

 

Peter Kessler 
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CANTORIAL 
NOTES  

As we begin the month of February, we ea-

gerly anticipate the holiday of Purim.  

Though it is a minor holiday, it is one that 

gives us great opportunity to celebrate.  

Over the years, here at Ohev Sholom, it has become a holiday 

primarily for our children.  This year, the festivities will expand to 

the adults with our First Annual (hopefully!) Purim Spiel and Cock-

tail Party!  The cast of the spiel have been rehearsing hard and 

are looking forward to bringing you a rollicking evening.  While the 

spiel is open to anyone with the $10 admission fee, the cocktail 

party is for adults only.  For the small price of $15 each, there will 

be heavy hors dõoeuvres and a cash bar.  Iõm so excited to intro-

duce this Purim tradition to our congregation.  Oh! ð wear cos-

tumes if youõd like.  Prizes will be awarded. 

So what is it about Purim that makes it different from the other 

ôthey tried to kill us, we defeated them, letõs eatõ holidays?  A bit 

of history: 

Persia ð 5th Century B.C.E.  King Ahashuerus (spelled and pro-

nounced in assorted different ways) (history actually has Xerxes 

as king at that time) has a huge, over-the-top, drunken 180 day 

feast for all the people (read that as men) in the kingdom.  The 

king, portrayed as a buffoon, commands his queen, Vashti, to 

come display her beauty (read that as naked) to the whole crowd.  

Vashti, perhaps the worldõs first feminist, refuses.  The kingõs 

advisors, not wanting their wives to take a cue from Vashti and 

start disobeying them, advise the king to throw her out.  Once the 

king does this, he realizes that he now has no queen.  He calls for 

fair young virgins from all over his kingdom to come and be in a 

year-long beauty pageant, with the winner becoming the queen .  

Mordechai, a Judean, hears about it and convinces his ward and 

cousin, Esther (in Hebrew ð Hadassah) to enter, but to not let the 

king know she is a Jew.  These girls are locked up in a sort of 

harem where they are given beauty treatments all year long.   

One by one, the king ôtries them out.õ  He chooses Esther to be 

his queen. 

Every story needs a bad guy.  Enter Haman, the kingõs prime min-

ster and top advisor, a real egomaniac.  He passes a law that 

everyone had to bow down to him.  Mordechai refuses, claiming 

he only prostrates himself to God.  Haman doesnõt take this too 

well.  For revenge, he has the king sign a declaration that all Jews 

must be killed on the day of his choosing.  (Here comes the rea-

son for the name of the holiday.)  Because Haman is supersti-

tious, he draws lots to determine the date of this ôfinal solu-

tion.õ  (Catch the foreshadowing of a comparison?)  The word for 

ôlotsõ in Persian ð  Purim, of course! 

Long story short, somewhere in there, Mordechai hears of a plot 

to assassinate the king and reports it, thereby saving the kingõs 

life.  He hears of Hamanõs plot and formulates a plan for Esther 

to speak to the king and foil Hamanõs intentions.  Esther goes to 

the king unannounced, at risk of death, and asks him to allow her 

to give a feast for him and Haman.  The king agrees.  During the 

feast, the king leaves the room for a while, and Esther manipu-

lates Haman into a position that makes it appear he is ôtaking 

advantage of her.õ  The king returns, sees Haman appearing to 

cuckold him, and ends up having Haman hanged on the very 

gallows Haman had built for Mordehai. 

 

 

Of course there is a lot more to the story. Some interesting 

points: 

The story is written as a farce.  The names of many of the 

minor characters have comical and absurd meanings.  

Some of the numbers (a 180 day feast with all the men 

in the kingdom) are ridiculous.  That a king would have 

as a rule that no ruling of his could ever be rescinded 

(see below) is laughable. 

Because of the ôno rescindingõ rule above, the king could not 

just reverse his decree and say the Jews would not be 

killed.  Instead, he made a decree that the Jews could 

defend themselves.  This led to a horrible bloody battle 

in which many people were killed, especially any rela-

tives of Haman.  The last part of the Book of Esther 

(generally known as ôthe Megillah,õ though it is actually 

one of five megillot) is devoted to this. 

Haman was descended from Amalek, a bad guy from way 

back, who snuck up on the unarmed Israelites and at-

tacked them from behind. 

Esther is the only book of the Bible in which God is not men-

tioned!  It is suggested that during this time, God was 

hidden from the Jews and sort of worked from behind 

the scenes.  In fact, the name Esther in Hebrew means 

ôhidden!õ 

It is the custom on Purim for Jews to put on costumes and mas-

querade.  This is because Esther masqueraded as a non-Jew to 

King Ahashuerus.  When we listen to the reading of the megillah, 

we boo the name of Haman and make loud noises to blot it out. 

Another custom not usually practiced by Reform Jews in this 

country is mishloõach manot, the giving of food baskets to the 

poor and to friends and neighbors.  My first experience of this 

was in Israel.  We prepared baskets of home-made and store-

bought food to give to our neighbors.  The first time a neighbor 

came to our door with a basket, I was so excited and touched!  

This is really a nice custom! 

Another custom not practiced by most Reform Jews is to imbibe 

so much alcohol on Purim that it is hard to tell the difference 

between Mordechai and Haman.  Iõll let you decide whether or 

not you think this is a nice custom! 

 

Lastly, does history repeat itself?  You be the judge.  After the 

holocaust, at the Nuremburg Trial in 1946, Julius Streicher, one 

of the leading Nazis, was being led to the gallows.  He inexplica-

bly called out, ôPurimfestõ ð Purim festival!  He himself made the 

connection between himself and Haman in the Purim story.  Not 

only that ð the Purim story ends with Hamanõs ten sons being 

hanged.  That is the same number of Nazi leaders sentenced to 

pay for their crimes by hanging!  Coincidence or not? 

 

There is so much more I could write about Purim.  Perhaps in 

future articles.  Meanwhile, I look forward to seeing you at the 

Purim spiel, Saturday night, February 27! 

 

 

Lõshalom, 

 

Cantor Kunitz 



SCHEDULE  OF  SHABBAT  SERVICES  
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Friday, February 5 .................................... 6:00 pm 

Youth Shabbat 

 

 

Friday,  February  12 ...............................  8:00 pm 

 

 

Friday, February 19 .................................. 7:30 pm 

 

 

Saturday, February 20 ............................10:30 am 

Tot Shabbat  

 

    

Friday, February 26ééééééééééééé8:00 pm 

Sisterhood Shabbat  

 
 

 

Did you purchase your Scrip this 

month?   

From the President  

I want to take this moment to wish you all a very happy 

and healthy 2010.  As we look back on 2009 I would 

like to recognize the new members who have joined 

our Temple Family since this past September. On be-

half of all of us at Temple Ohev Sholom we want to ex-

tend a warm and hearty welcome to our growing com-

munity. We look forward to seeing you at services and 

Temple events and we welcome you to get involved 

and volunteer wherever possible. 

 

Rachel Allen - Carlisle  

Terry Fisher - Harrisburg  

James and Julie Halbert - Harrisburg 

Rose Kaplan - Harrisburg  

Marilynn Levin and Charles Ottaviano - Dauphin  

David and Sammie Miller - Harrisburg  

Drõs. Joel and Barbara Turk - Harrisburg  

Drõs. Brian and Erika Saunders - Hershey 

Karen Weyl - Harrisburg 

Dr. Mary Averill - Hershey  

MSgt Robert Blandy and Stephanie Blandy - East Berlin 

Mrs. Marci Clardy - Mechanicsburg 

Dr. Elliot and Marcia Epner - Harrisburg 

Mr. Lawrence Hellman - Harrisburg 

Mrs. Ellen Brody Hughes - Mechanicsburg 

Adam and Dale Klein - Harrisburg 

Ms. Lillian Levine - Harrisburg 

Clodius and Maxine Willis - Gettysburg 

Mrs. Joan Gayle Brinch - Harrisburg 

Dr. Seth and Luisa Narins - Harrisburg 

Ms. Jessica Rose Reed - Enola 

David and Kira Schlechter -  Hummelstown 

 

Regards, 

Aaron Krause 

President 

BAR MITZVAH  

Hello my name is Aaron Gold and I will become a Bar 

Mitzvah on February 27, 2010.  I am a seventh 

grade honors student at Linglestown Middle School.  

I enjoy baseball, basketball and playing and  

watching sports in my free time. 

 

My torah portion is Tõtzaveh.  It talks about the spe-

cial garments that the kohanim, or priests, must 

wear while performing services in the sanctuary.  

Although modern Jewish leaders do not wear these 

same garments now, it does show the honor and dig-

nity that these positions have in our Jewish faith and 

the importance of rituals to keep Jewish traditions 

alive. 

 

I want to thank Rabbi Kessler and Cantor Kunitz for 

all of their guidance and helping me reach this spe-

cial day.  I look forward to celebrating with my  

parents, Cindy and Kevin, my brother Henry and 

other members of my family and friends. 
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Purim 

Extravaganza!!! 
An hilarious PG-rated Purim 

spiel, preceded by a cocktail 

party.  Anyone 

may come to the 

spiel, but the 

party is for adults 

only.  

Temple 

Ohev Sholom  

Saturday, February 27, 2010 

Partyñ7 p.m. 

Spielñ8 p.m. 

Fun, Fun, Fun!!!!! 

 Cocktail Partyñ$15 

Cash barñ$5 drinks 

Purim Spielñ$10 

Wear a costumeñprizes 

awarded! 

 

For information, call Cantor 

Kunitzñ233-6459, ext. 14 

òThe Megilla According to Broadwayó 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please remove and return with your payment to: 

Purim Extravaganza, Temple Ohev Sholom, 2345 N. Front St., Harrisburg, PA 17110 

 
Name: _______________________ Address: ______________________________  Phone: _____________ 

Cocktail Party:  Number attending  ____    Amount paid (each @ $15.00)  _______ 

Purim Spiel:  Number attending  ____    Amount paid (each @ $10.00)  _______ 

 

                  Total amount paid:  _______ 

 

Reservations will be on a list at the door.  No tickets will be sent. 
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From the Principal  

+ÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯ3ÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÐÕɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàȱȭÚÖÔÌɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÈÒÌÕɯ

from Torah Aura publications.  

 

Shmirat ha-Teva: Protecting the Environment 

We are required to take care of G-ËɀÚɯÞÖÙÓËɯÉàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÊÖÕɪ

sciously and actively involved in the ways we live in the 

world.  

Shmirat ha-Teva is about finding ways to balance the way 

we live with the need to preserve nature, air, water and 

animal life.  

 

Doing Together: 

--Create three containers:  one for garbage, one for recy-

cled materials, one for yard and food waste.  Each time 

you head for the garbage, carefully examine what you 

have in your hand. What is it made of?   Which container 

does it go into? 

--Go on a hunt in your house. How many light bulbs can 

you find?   Replace all regular bulbs with energy -saving 

light bulbs.  

--,ÈÒÌɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯɁÎÙÌÌÕɂɯàÖÜÙɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯ!ÌÎÐÕɯÉàɯ

calculating the carbon footprint of your house.   Go to 

www.lowimpactliving.co m.  Click on the Green Projects 

section.  ,ÈÒÌɯÈɯ×ÓÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÙÌËÜÊÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÊÈÙÉÖÕɯ

footprint at home. Then pay attention to what you do 

and where you go outside of your house. Calculate your 

carbon footprint:   http://www.jnf.org/goneutral/

carbonCalc.html. 

--Stop junk mail.   2ÈÝÌɯÈɯÞÌÌÒɀÚɯÞÖÙÛÏɯÖÍɯÑÜÕÒɯÔÈÐÓȭ  At 

the end of the week, weigh the entire pile. Open all the 

envelopes and sort the contents. Put recyclable pieces in a 

box for recycling. Dispose of the non-recyclable materi-

als.  You can reduce the number of catalogs and junk 

mail you receive by visiting  

www.catalogchoice .org.   Just create an account.  The ser-

vice is free.  

--Watch An Inconvenient Truth. Then go to its website 

www.climatecrisis.net/  to learn abut ways to get involved 

in saving the environment.  

 

Celebrating Together 

$ÝÌÕɯÛÏÖÜÎÏɯ3Üɯ!ɀ2ÏÌÝÈÛɯȹÛÏÌɯƕƙth day of the Hebrew 

ÔÖÕÛÏɯ2ÏÌÝÈÛȺɯÍÌÓÓɯÖÕɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƗƔȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÈɯÓÖÛɯàÖÜɯ

can do.  3Üɯ!ɀ2ÏÌÝÈÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÌÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÙÌÌÚȭ 

--Together as a family, take a trip to a nursery and choose 

some tree seedlings to plant in your yard.  You may also 

ÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÉÜàɯÚÖÔÌɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈÕÛɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÈÕË×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɀɯàÈÙËɯÖÙɯ

at the Jewish Home. 

--Plant a pot of parsley. It grows quickly and will be 

ready to cut and use at the Passover seder. 

--Go to the Jewish National Fund website and find out 

how your family can plant trees in Israel.  

--Gather together and try some of the foods that are eaten 

ÖÕɯ3Üɯ!ɀ2ÏÌÝÈÛȯ  Carob, dates, almonds, pears, cherries, 

sunflower seeds, peanuts, olives, figs, pomegranates, ap-

ples and walnuts. 

 

Reading Together 

Listen to the Trees:  Jews and the Earth by Molly Cone  

The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

Never-Ending Greenness by Neil Waldman  

The Greening Book:  Being a Friend to Plant Earth  

http://www.wateringcanpress.com  

html/greeningbook.html  

 

 

Join Rabbi Kessler &  

Temple Ohev Sholom 

On an Amazing Adventure to Israel 

May 2-11, 2010   

 

For more information,  

call the temple office.  

http://www.lowimpactliving.co/
http://www.jnf.org/goneutral/carbonCalc.html
http://www.jnf.org/goneutral/carbonCalc.html
http://www.catalogchoice/
http://www.climatecrisis.net/
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RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Parker Forman 

 Brad Forman 

 

In gratitude for all you do 

 Anonymous donor 

 

Thank you for remembering our anniversary.  It made it 

more special. 

 Ellen Goldsmith & Ed Shapiro  

 

For Rabbi Kesslerõs enthusiasm and dedication to Ohev 

Sholom 

 Joan Schneider & Ron Egalka 

 

In memory of Ida Abraham 

 Judith Weber 

 

In memory of Kim Rogal 

 Phyllis & Bruce Rogal 

 

In memory of Shirley Disendõs beloved daughter-in-law,  

Kay DuPont 

 Marcia & Al Bryant  

 

In honor of Max Keisling becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

 Amy & Brent Keisling 

 

CANTORõS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Parker Forman 

 Brad Forman 

 

In honor of Max Keisling becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

 Amy & Brent Keisling 

 

In gratitude for all you do 

 Anonymous donor 

 

S. HARPSTER MEMORIAL YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 

To Shelly & Ted Adler: Mazel Tov on the birth of your  

granddaughter 

 Patti & Gary Lightman  

 

In memory of Richard Remmel, father of David Remmel 

 Neysa & Mark Maisel & Aaron Maisel 

 

Greetings from Sunny Florida 

Loved our Uniongrams.  Can you imagine being married in 

Ohev Sholom 59 years ago! 

 Stay Warm. 

 Fondly, Lil & Bert Goldberg 

 

   

TEMPLE FUND 

In memory of my beloved grandfather, Adam R. Perillo 

 Vincenzo C. Perillo 

 The Mildred Hand  

Tikkun Olam Award 

Each year, our congregation presents this award to a 

member in good standing of Temple Ohev Sholom who 

embodies the Social Action principles that were an impor-

tant part of the life of our beloved member,  

Mildred Hand zól. 

 

The yearly recipient is nominated by our membership and 

chosen by a  temple committee. The award will be pre-

sented at our Leadership Shabbat service on April 23, 

2010. 

 

We ask that our members send their nominations by mail 

to the temple, or by email to rabbi@ohevsholom.org.  

They should be at least three paragraphs in length, and 

highlight the reasons you believe your nominee should be 

honored.  

Our deepest sympathyé.. 

On the passing of former Ohev Sholom member 
Wallace Beckman, December 31, 2009. 
 
Loving husband of Kathryn Beckman, and 
brother-in-law of Lil Goldberg. 
 
 

mailto:rabbi@ohevsholom.org


LUNCH AND LEARN  

On the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 

Rabbi Kessler teaches a noon-time class 

called LUNCH AND LEARN. The class is 

taught in a very informal way- participants 

come to Sisterhood Hall at 12 noon with 

their lunch (we supply the beverage) and an hour of 

study follows. No need to RSVPéjust drop in! 

 

This year, our curriculum is entitled òWomen of the  

Hebrew Bibleó. Our next class is scheduled for  

February  10th. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

PEP  

is our Parallel Education Program. We meet once-a-

month on Sunday mornings for  bagels & coffee, and 

an hour of study and discussion about òThe Books of 

the Prophets: How we lived in Ancient Israel after the 

Death of Mosesó. Our next PEP class is scheduled for 

Sunday, February  7th from 11:00-12 noon in the  

Multi-Purpose Room.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 TOT SHABBAT  

For children from birth through age 6 

Join us every month as our ñlittle onesò have fun 
at our TOT SHABBAT service! Weôll have a 

short service, a story, and singing & dancing. And, theyôll 
be a great snack for the kids!  
 
Our next TOT SHABBAT will be on Saturday morning,  
February  20th at 10:30 AM in the Lehrman Chapel. Hope 
to see you there! 

HERSHEY ADULT EDUCATION CLASS  

Do you live in the Hershey-

Hummelstown area? We appreciate the 

fact that you òdrive-inó to Harrisburg to 

be a part of our temple family. To honor your commit-

ment to Ohev Sholom, Rabbi Kessler comes to Hershey 

every month on a Thursday evening to teach a cozy and 

relaxed study session.  

 

Our curriculum is entitled òThe Books of the Prophets: 

How we lived in Ancient Israel after the Death of 

Mosesó. Our next class is on February 25th  at 7:30 

PM.  
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ADULT  E DUCATION  CLASSES  

Rabbi Kesslerõs Book Review  

Every month, Rabbi Kessler  

reviews a book of Jewish  

interest for his Sunday morning 

Adult Ed class. Our next meeting 

will be on  February 21st, at  

11:00 AM in the Multi-purpose 

Room when we will discuss  

Sonata for Miriam by  Linda  

Olsson. 

 

Please contact Rabbi Kessler for 

more information about purchasing 

a copy of the book. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

JEWISHLY GREEN 

 

6 GREEN Things You Can Do Right Now: 

 

1. Turn off lights & electronics when you're not using them. 

2. Vacuum the refrigerator cils 

3. Raise the thermostat 2 degrees in warm weather, lower it 2 degrees in cool weather. 

4. Use fewer paper napkins. If each American used one fewer paper napkin a day, more than 1  

billion pounds of napkins/yr. would be kept out of landfills.  

5. If every household replaced one 12 pack of regular bathroom tissue with a recycled variety, it would save almost 5 

million trees.  

6.Use matchbooks rather than plastic butane lighters or wooden matches. 

 

Source: The Green Book: The Everyday Guide to Saving the Planet One Simple Step at a Time by E. Rogers & 

T. Kostigen. 



Page 8 February 2010                                       

 

 

 

 

HOSTYG is Temple Ohev Sholomôs Youth 

Groupéand we invite you to join with us at 

Youth Shabbat on Friday evening, February 5 th  

at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary  


