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The Temple Bulletin ð  

The End of an Era, the Start of 

Something New 

 

I wrote a eulogy a few weeks ago for a long 

time member who passed away. He was a 

born salesman, and was blessed with a 

number of successful businesses. I spoke at 

his funeral about his life, and the way he did 

business a few generations ago. He sold on 

credit, and would collect his receipts from his 

customers by going door to door in the 

evenings after work. That was the way things 

were done in those days. Iõm sure it was quite 

a shock, at the beginning, when his 

customers received their bills in the mail. How 

could his business survive if he didnõt show 

up face to face once a month to see his 

customers and collect his payments? 

 

Of course, his business survived, and no one 

today would expect to see a representative for 

the gas company, or the cable company, once 

a month at our door to collect receipts. We 

expect to get our bills in the mail, or if we are 

ready to be computer savvy, simply pay them 

on line. 

 

Before I became a rabbi, I was a sales rep for 

an envelope company. (Yes, I did many things 

before joining you here in Harrisburg). I made 

a very nice living selling millions of envelopes 

every month to large corporations that sent 

our millions of bills. Today, those companies 

save millions of dollars by sending their bills 

on-line. The envelope, as well as the postage 

stamp, are becoming things of the past. Itõs 

not the wave of the future, itõs the way things 

are done. 

 

So Iõm letting you know that this copy of the 

temple bulletin you hold in your hand is the 

last one you will receive by mail. Our bulletin 

will only be available on-line beginning next 

month. Once a month, you will receive an e-

mail from me with a link to click on that will 

take you directly to the bulletin. You may read 

it on your computer screen, or simply press 

print and have it in your hand. But to save 

money, and to be green, we are going on-line 

with our Bulletin. 

 

I know it may come as a shock in the 

beginning, just as it did to those who 

expected a sales rep coming by to the door 

once a month, but I promise youõll get used to 

the idea and will find it very convenient. For 

those who donõt have access to a computer, 

such as our family at the Jewish Home or 

Residence, or those who truly need a hard 

copy, fear not. I will hand deliver the Bulletin 

to those I visit at the Jewish Home, and will 

have hard copies available at services on 

Friday nights. If necessary, we will mail out a 

copy if you ask. 

Please call Michelle Darr at the temple office 

(233-6459) if you donõt have access to a 

computer, and we will make sure you get your 

bulletin every month, as always. To those of 

us who have computer access, please look for 

the monthly e-mail from me to let you know 

your new monthly Bulletin is available. 

 

Thanks for letting us move forward, to save 

some funds and to save some paper. Thank 

you to Mrs. Arlene Holmes at Holmes OK 

Lettershop in Lemoyne, our temple printer 

who has been printing our bulletin over the 

past several years. We will continue to give 

her our other printing business, and hope you 

keep her in mind if you have printing needs, 

too. 

 

Your rabbi, 

 

Peter Kessler 

F ROM  YOUR  R ABBI  

December 2009                                  Kislev-Tevet   5770 

T EMPLE  O HEV  SHOLOM  
Phone: 717.233.6459 

Fax: 717.236.7844 

Email: office@ohevsholom.org 

www.ohevsholom.org 
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CANTORIAL 
NOTES  
òThe Naming of Cats is a difficult mat-

ter, 

It isnõt just one of your holiday games; 

You may think at first Iõm as mad as a hatter 

When I tell you, a cat must have THREE DIFFERENT 

NAMES.ó  From òThe Naming of Cats,ó T.S. Elliot, Old Pos-

sumõs Book of Practical Cats 

 

òRabbi Shimon said:  There are three crowns: the crown of 

Torah, the crown of priesthood and the crown of royalty, 

but the crown of a good name (keter shem tov) rises above 

them all.ó  Pirkei Avot 4:17 

 

Both of these bits of literature have interested me for a 

long time.  I have sometimes even gotten them confused 

and jumbled together!  I certainly agree with Rabbi Shimon 

ð the crown of a good name is the best crown of all.  How 

do we receive this crown?  By the way we live our lives, the 

way we treat other people and the world around us.  We 

canõt just decide to wear it ð it is bestowed upon us by the 

people in our lives. 

 
Further on in his poem, Elliot speaks of the three different 

names ð the familiar one used daily by family, a second, 

more particular or dignified one, and the third that no one 

òbut the cat himself knows, and will never confess.ó  While 

people are not exactly like cats, I think there is at least 

some connection here.  We are often called nicknames by 

our family and close friends, while at work or school, we 

use different names or titles.  Of course, there is cross-

over.  This depends on both the individual person (and 

their family) as well as the culture of the work place.  I be-

lieve that the third, unknown, name has much to do with 

how we perceive ourselves.  Personally, I think this name 

can change over oneõs lifetime.  We might not even really 

know it except in our own subconscious. 

 
Since I officially became your cantor in July, several people 

have asked me what they should call me.  Iõve given it a 

great deal of thought.  Itõs something that, as clergy, many 

of us contemplate as we draw near to the end of our 

schooling.  Should we ask our congregants to call us by our 

title?  By our first name?  By our title and first name?  It is 

different for each person.  I think that much of it has to do 

with that inner name and how we perceive ourselves.  Dif-

ferent people may reach the same decision for entirely 

different reasons.  There is even currently a discussion on 

the subject on the cantorial e-mail list-serve. 

 

For me, it is a bit confusing, because I was your student 

cantor for a year before becoming your ôfull-fledgedõ can-

tor.  During that time, I preferred that congregants call me 

Sharon (except for the children), because I had not yet 

earned the name ôCantor.õ  ôCantorõ did not resonate with 

the inner name I had for myself.  Now that I have earned 

the title, I find that being called Cantor or Cantor Kunitz 

feels good to me.  I worked really, really hard and sacri-

ficed a lot to get here.  Does this mean that everyone must 

call me Cantor or Cantor Kunitz? No.  As a congregant, I 

once had a rabbi who insisted that everyone in his congre-

gation, even those with whom he worked closely, call him 

Rabbi.  After just having had a rabbi who, for twelve years, 

told everyone to call him by his first name, this was hard 

for people to get used to.  Of course, we did.   

 
Personally, I find myself falling somewhere in-between.  

One of the other cantors on the list serve echoed my feel-

ings almost exactly when his ritual committee chairman 

asked him how he liked to be addressed.  Iõll use his words 

with my name - in temple-public, Cantor Kunitz or Cantor, 

and Sharon in private by those who get to know me well. 

 

This is not a hard and fast rule, but a sort-of guide line.  Iõm 

not going to get upset if someone calls me by my first 

name ð many of you got used to that in the last year.  But 

if youõre introducing me to someone new, or referring to 

me in a meeting or an e-mail, I ask that you please call me 

Cantor or Cantor Kunitz.  People have asked; now you 

know how I feel. 

 

Of course, most importantly, I hope that I will achieve that 

most important ôketer shem tov,õ the crown of a good 

name.  I will try very hard to deserve it. 

 

Thanks and shalom, 

Cantor Kunitz 

 

CHOIR NEWS  
 
Our temple choir now has 14 members!  Our first  

performance will be at the Chanukah family service on 

Friday, December 11.  We will also sing at the Jewish 

Home and another place or two. 

 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact 

Cantor Kunitz by e-mail (cantor@ohevsholom.org) or 

phone (233-6459, x. 14). 

mailto:cantor@ohevsholom.org
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From the President  

Dear Congregants, 

In challenging times, it helps to clarify why we make our com-

mitments, exploring why Temple membership matters to us. 

 

First, the Temple matters to me because it feels different than 

any other place. It feels old: not in an antique way. It feels old 

in the sense that Temples are about connections to the past 

and to my roots. Temples mean history; Temples mean we 

have a history or in the case of our young members it means 

we can start to build a history to pass down. 

 

Temples also mean hearing great stories and challenging vi-

sions from the Torah. Not from a best selling novel or watching 

a great movie from Comcast. This is where we find a handwrit-

ten scroll, a Shofar at High Holidays, a Sukkah, Shabbat, 

friends, family and tradition. 

 

And the Temple matters because it has a sanctuary. Better 

still, the Temple functions like a sanctuary because the Tem-

ple is like a get away from the stresses that every day life 

brings us.  I know that when I am at Shabbat services every-

thing that happened in the past week is out of my mind.  I am 

in the moment.  Being part of a Temple means I am connected 

to a place that is not TV News, not frantic or worrisome, not 

focused on who owns what or who is mad at whom. In a Tem-

ple, the conversation always goes beyond the immediacy of 

every day life. Temples are a sanctuary where the conversa-

tion is about who you are and how you worship. 

 

Temple is about community too. To be a Jew is to know that 

we canõt survive on our own. We need each other for support, 

love, friendship and just an ear to listen about, òthingsó.  We 

belong to a Temple because it does us good and also because 

it builds the community. Ohev is the place that offers us re-

spect and a place where we fit in. Our Temple and all of us are 

always thankful for that. 

 

Aaron Krause 

President 

 

Friday, December  4 ........................................ 7:30 pm 

Torah: Vayishlach, Genesis 32:4-36:43 

Tot Shabbat  .................................................... 6:00 pm 

 

 

Saturday, December  5 .................................. 10:30 am 

Please join us in sacred worship as  

Max Rubey becomes a Bar Mitzvah  

Torah Study  .................................................... 9:00 am 

 

 

Friday, December  11 ...................................... 7:30 pm 

Chanukah Shabbat  

Torah: Vayeshev, Genesis 37:1-40:23   

 

 

Saturday, December 12 ................................ 10:30 am 

Please join us in sacred worship as  

Jacqueline Segel becomes a Bat Mitzvah  

 

 

Friday, December  18 ...................................... 8:00 pm 

Chanukah  

Torah: Miketz, Genesis  41:1-44:17 

 

Friday, December  25 ........................................ 5:45 pm 

AT BETH EL TEMPLE 

Did you purchase your Scrip this 

month?   

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

This is the last copy of the Temple Ohev 

Sholom Bulletin that will be sent to you by 

mail. All subsequent issues will be sent to you 

by e -mail, and will be available on our web -

site, www.ohevsholom.org . 

 

If you did not receive an e -mail this month 

from Rabbi Kessler that said, ñHere is your 

monthly bulletinò with the link to open it on 

your computer, please send your e -mail  

address to Michelle Darr in the temple office, 

at office@ohevsholom.org . 

 

Those without computer access should con-

tact Michelle by phone, 233 -6459, to make 

sure a copy is sent to you by mail every 

month.  

 

Thank you for your co -operation.  

http://www.ohevsholom.org/
mailto:office@ohevsholom.org
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] Hanukkah Family Dinner and Service ] 
 December 11, 2009 

]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]               
 

Please join us for an evening of family fun and delicious food as we celebrate the first night of  

Hanukkah on Friday, December 11, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in Sisterhood Hall. 

Services begin at 7:30 p.m. followed by Oneg Shabbat in Sisterhood Hall.             

We will be serving brisket, chicken, green beans, salad, homemade latkes and homemade  

applesauce.  Oneg Shabbat will feature ice cream sundaes, rugalach and donut holes. 

 

The cost for this wonderful family event is $5.00 per person or $10.00 per family. 

Reservations are necessary.  If you would like to attend please fill out the form below and mail it along 

with your check made payable to OSTS to:   

 

Tracy Goldberg, 3125 Braeburn Lane, Harrisburg PA 17110 

Reservations must be received by Friday, December 4th 

 

 Remember to bring your menorah to light the first candle and your pennies to play dreidel . 

]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] 

Ohevðs Food & Cultural Festival Huge Success! 

 
Thanks to Debra Kriete and her fabulous committee for making our 2nd Annual Food & Cultural Festival such a 

huge success! Sisterhood Hall was packed with our congregants, neighbors, and friends as we all enjoyed the great 

food, the wonderful vendors, and the beautiful music from the Old World Folk Band. We look forward to next year! 

   
Temple Pres. Aaron Krause Members of the Committee      Deb Kriete & Donna Savage  
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From the Principal  

Here are some family Chanukah ideas from the Torah 

Aura calendar.  Enjoy!!  Happy Chanukah from the Reli-

gious School!   Lillian Rappaport  

  

Shalom Bayit: Family Harmony  
 

People who love each other and live together sometimes 

ËÐÚÈÎÙÌÌȮɯÈÙÎÜÌɯÈÕËɯÎÌÛɯÖÕɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÕÌÙÝÌÚȭɯShalom 

Bayit is about family harmony.  

(ÛɀɯÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÞÈàÚɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÈɯÏÖÔÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÒÐËÚɯ

and parents show respect, cooperation and courtesy for 

each other. Shalom bayit is like an umbrellaɭeveryone 

under it feels protected by love and relationships that 

support each other. 

 

Doing Together  

Together as a family, list a dozen ways that parents and 

kids can show respect for each other. 

 

The Coupon Book  

Each family member makes a book of 10 or 20 coupons. 

%ÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜ×ÖÕÚȮɯÊÜÛɯ×ÐÌÊÌÚɯÖÍɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯƗɯǚɯßɯƛɯǗɂȭɯ

On each coupon write:  This coupon is good for ____, 

listing one way you can help and support someone in 

your family. Coupons can be good for: helping you clean 

your room, taking out the garbage for a week, helping 

with homework for an hour, helping to wash the car. 

Every once in a while, surprise a family member by giv-

ing one of your coupons. 

 

Celebrating Chanukah  

Chanukah relives the story of the Maccabbees who serve 

as a courageous example of the people we need to be-

come. The real miracle of Chanukah is that a small group 

or a single person can make a big difference. That miracle 

opens us to the possibility of miracles in our own lives  

--&ÐÝÌɯÈɯÎÐÍÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÈɯÙÌÈÓɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯ

Go to www.kiva.org/ to  learn how you can lend money 

to a specific entrepreneur in the developing world, em-

powering him or her to lift himself or herself out of pov-

erty. 

-3ÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÔÖÕÌàɯÍÙÖÔɯàÖÜÙɯɁÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɂɯÑÈÙɯÛÖɯÉÜàɯ"ÏÈɪ

nukah gifts for Jewish Family Service families. 

--8 Nights of Family Fun. Make a list of something special 

to do each night of Chanukah.  Ideas: Latke night, restau-

rant night, game night, tzedakah night, movie night, pop-

corn night.  

 

Books about Chanukah:  

Rabbi Rocketpower and the Mystery of the Missing Meno-

rahsɭa Chanukah Humdinger by Rabbi Susan Abramson 

and her son Aaron Dvorkin  

Can I have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? By Sharon Duke Es-

troff  

The Best Hanukkah Ever by Barbara Diamond Goldin  

 

Reading About Families  

A Big Quiet House by Heather Foret 

3ÏÌɯ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ/ÙÖÔÐÚÌ by Frances Harber 

The Key To My Heart by Nira Harel  

 

 

 

 

 
 

My  name is Max Rubey, and I will become a Bar Mitzvah 

on December 5th.  I am a seventh grade honor student 

at Hershey Middle School.  I play flag football and play 

cello in my schoolõs orchestra.  I have also played in the 

County Orchestra for the past two years.  For my Bar 

Mitzvah project, I donated eight inches of my hair to Pan-

tene Beautiful Lengths.  My Torah Portion is Parashat 

Vayishlach.  It is about Jacobõs struggle with G-d.  G-d 

changed Jacobõs name to Israel because Jacob struggled 

with G-d and prevailed. 

 

 

BðNAI MITZVAH  

http://www.kiva.org/to


Temple Funds  
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RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of Paul A. Weber  

 Judy Weber 

In appreciation 

 Rayna & Ernie Jose 

 Sylvia & Sanford Naiditch 

In memory of Alex Grass 

 Barbara & Victor Morrison 

In honor of Marge Sherman receiving the Albert Hursh 

Leadership Award 

 Barbara & Victor Morrison 

In honor of Lil Goldbergõs special birthday 

 Gail & Robert Gaynes 

In memory of Frances Stewart 

 Lee Spitalny 

In thanks for your participation at the funeral of Sam 

Kopp 

 Harriet Kopp 

In thanks for your participation at the Bõnai Mitzvah of 

Dustin & Aidan Henken 

 Angie & Brad Henken 

In appreciation for teaching Adult Ed 

 Christine Berger 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Ryan 

Plesco 

 Marcye Portnoy & Irwin Kossoff 

In memory of Samuel Kopp 

 Stacey & Robert Zuckerman 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Max Rubey 

 Michelle & Todd Rubey 

 

 

CANTORõS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of your installation 

 Shirley Disend 

 Sarah & Andy Brown 

 Rayna & Ernie Jose 

 Elyse & Al Bienstock, and Annette Lang 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Max Rubey 

 Michelle & Todd Rubey 

 

 

ROBERT & FRANCINE BRENNER SACRED MUSIC FUND 

In honor of the installation of Cantor Sharon Kunitz 

 Debby & Frank Rudy 

In honor of Lil Goldbergõs birthday 

 Harriet Katz 

 

 
BUILDING FUND 

In memory of Frances Stewart 

 Rosalyn Chizeck  

 

S. HARPSTER MEMORIAL YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 

In honor of Lil Goldbergõs special birthday 

 Hilary & Stan Harris 

In honor of the birth of Nancy Weberõs  

granddaughter, AnaSofia 

 Patti & Gary Lightman 

In honor of the birth of Richard & Fran Casherõs 

grandson, Henry Lawrence 

 Patti & Gary Lightman 

In memory of Ken Stewartõs mother, Frances 

 Patti & Gary Lightman 

Mazel Tov to Cantor Sharon Kunitz on your installa-

tion & welcome to our Temple Family 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

In memory of Ken Stewartõs beloved mother 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

To Faith Pearlstein & Michael Chwastyk: Mazel Tov 

on Danielõs wedding 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

In loving memory of Karen Ballõs sister 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

To the Harpster family: Belated wishes in honor of 

Heathõs first birthday 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

To the Jose family: In gratitude for beautifying the 

Mynd Works Clinic 

 Shelly & Ted Adler 

  

 

DIANA SAUERTIEG BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

In honor of Lil Goldbergõs special birthday 

 Jackie Becker 

  

 

TEMPLE FUND 

In memory of Nick Mascara 

 Vincenzo Perillo 

 

In honor of the birth of Henry Lawrence Casher, 

grandson of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Casher 

 Nancy Weber  

 

 

ALEX WHITE LIBRARY 

In honor of Vic & Barbara Morrisonõs anniversary 

 Lois Lehrman Grass 

 

 
 



LUNCH AND LEARN  

On the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 

Rabbi Kessler teaches a noon-time class 

called LUNCH AND LEARN. The class is 

taught in a very informal way- participants 

come to Sisterhood Hall at 12 noon with 

their lunch (we supply the beverage) and an hour of 

study follows. No need to RSVPéjust drop in! 

 

This year, our curriculum is entitled òWomen of the He-

brew Bibleó. Our next class is scheduled for December 

9th. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

PEP  

is our Parallel Education Program. We meet once-a-

month on Sunday mornings for  bagels & coffee, and 

an hour of study and discussion about òThe Books of 

the Prophets: How we lived in Ancient Israel after the 

Death of Mosesó. Our next PEP class is scheduled for 

Sunday December 13th from 11:00-12 noon in the 

Multi-Purpose Room.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 TOT SHABBAT  

For children from birth through age 6 

Join us every month as our ñlittle onesò have fun 
at our TOT SHABBAT service! Weôll have a 

short service, a story, and singing & dancing. And, theyôll 
be a great snack for the kids!  
 
Our next TOT SHABBAT will be on Friday evening,  
December 4

th
 at 6 PM in the Lehrman Chapel. Hope to 

see you there! 

HERSHEY ADULT EDUCATION CLASS  

Do you live in the Hershey-

Hummelstown area? We appreciate the 

fact that you òdrive-inó to Harrisburg to 

be a part of our temple family. To honor your commit-

ment to Ohev Sholom, Rabbi Kessler comes to Hershey 

every month on a Thursday evening to teach a cozy and 

relaxed study session.  

Our curriculum is entitled òThe Books of the Prophets: 

How we lived in Ancient Israel after the Death of 

Mosesó. Our next class is on December 10th  at 7:30 

PM.  

 

 

 

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY 

Shabbat Morning Torah Study is taught once 

a month on Saturday mornings by Cantor 

Sharon Kunitz.  The class meets at 9:00 AM 

in the Lehrman Chapel for coffee, bagels, and 

a discussion about the weekly Torah portion.  

 

RSVP is not required. No previous Torah experience 

required.  Our next Torah Study will be on December 

5th.  
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ADULT  E DUCATION  CLASSES  

 
We Need Drivers, Pleaseé 

 
Many of our temple members are getting a little older, and  

have trouble driving at night to Shabbat services. If you  

have room in your car, please call the temple office so we 

can help make sure everyone who wants to come to ser-

vices has a ride. Thank you. 

 

Rabbi Kesslerõs Book Review  

Every month, Rabbi Kessler  

reviews a book of Jewish  

interest for his Sunday morning 

Adult Ed class. Our next meeting 

will be on  December 6th, at 11:00 

AM in the Multi-purpose Room 

when we will discuss  

The Invisible Wall by Harry Bern-

stein. 

 

Please contact Rabbi Kessler for 

more information about purchasing 

a copy of the book. 

 

Hope to see you there! 


